
Announcements 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Pastor Betsy began a week's vacation today.  She will return late on Saturday, May 19th and 
will be in worship next Sunday. 
 
We welcome William Watkins as our guest preacher today. Bill is a member of Amity, and an 

elder, serving as Clerk of the Session. He is also a member of the Administrative Committee. He 
has a B.A. degree from Southwestern at Memphis and a Master of Divinity Degree from the 

General Theological Seminary in New York.  
 
Next Sunday is Pentecost.  As mentioned in the Ambassador, we will be taking a special offering 
to be used for children and youth projects around the world.  40% of this offering will REMAIN at 
Amity to be used for our own projects.  At this time, we plan to use the funds collected to help 
defer the expenses for vacation bible school.  Please come prepared to give generously.  
 
Children’s Church on May 20! Since May is so full of exciting ways to worship as well as offering 
service to others, Children’s Church will be held on Sunday, May 20 during worship.  Any child 
in kindergarten through 5th grade is welcome to attend. Any questions?  Text or call Jill Efird at 
704-968-3500. 
 
The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, May 20, for the purpose of the 
election of elders and a member of the Endowment Fund Committee. 
 
The Administrative Committee is sponsoring a collection of much-needed items to assist in the 
mission of Dove’s Nest, the women’s recovery program of the Charlotte Rescue Mission.  They are 
in need of many items: laundry pods (HE only), alarm clocks without radios, full-sized toiletries, 
and school supplies. Please refer to the list attached to the barrel in the hall outside the office 
and the box in the Narthex. The collection will take place throught the month of May. If you would 
prefer to give a monetary contribution, the members of the committee will shop for you. 
 
Concerns: Please remember with prayers and/or cards Stephanie Polonyfis (cataract surgery), 

Don Deese (Asbury Rehab), Norma Higgins (home), Preschool teacher Vickie Horner (husband 
Tom, stroke), Jan and Yvonne Tolsma (friends of the Edwards family), Lynn Seay (Faye Castle’s 
sister, stroke), Ray Tilley (Stephanie Polonyfis’ father), Bert Tucker, Reid Johnston (home), Jamie 
Beck,  Bett Downs, Val Tookmanian (former member, cancer), Nancy Smaragdis (cancer), Helen 

Eubanks (Brookdale South Park), Sylvia Dubreuil (cancer), Gloria Barkley, Bill Panther (Peak 
Resources, Shelby), Helen Youngblood (Brookdale Monroe Square), Penny Mills, Addie Yandle, 
Tom Downs, and our Amity family members who are in assisted living or homebound. 
 
Extended Session: Jane Kiser, Peggy Davidson  Next Sunday: Debi and Mike McClintock 
Lawn Maintenance: Jack Hudspeth, Steve Pressley 

Amity Presbyterian Church 

 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 13, 2018   11:00 a.m. 

 

  
 

 
"When we were young, we grew up with Darwin’s paradigm of the 
world:  “survival-of-the-fittest”.  But there is a new paradigm that is emerging 
in the scientific community:  “support-for-one-another.”  Instead of seeing the 

world as simply fight and flight, others are seeing it in its 
totality:  synergism.  The obvious is beginning to emerge.  Isn’t it obvious that 
we need each other?  Isn’t it obvious that there is a synergism among 
creatures?  We really do need each other in order to survive and flourish." 
                                                                                                         -- Alfonse Nazzaro 
 

 
Guest Speaker: William Watkins                                    Director of Music: Ken DeBoer 
Elder Assistant: Donna Dobson                                              Organist: Sharon DeBoer 
 

Wednesday – May 16 
Scholarship Comm. – 10:00 a.m. 
Choir Rehearsal – 7:00 p.m. 

Monday – May 14 
Congregational Care Comm. – 1:30 p.m. 

Tuesday – May 15 
Presbytery Mtg. (Myers Park) – 9:30 a.m. 

Thursday – May 17 
Amity Knit Wits – 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship Comm. – 2:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday – May 19 
New Seekers - away 
 



We Gather Around The Word 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE   “Prayer” from Suite Gothique Boellman 
 

CHORAL INTROIT             When Morning Lights the Eastern Sky                         Lynton 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 1) 
 

Leader: Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked or sit in the seat 

of scoffers;  

People: But their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they 

meditate day and night.   
Leader: They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its 

season. 

People: Their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

Leader: All thanks to God, who gives his commands so that we may live more fruitful 

lives. 

All: Let us worship and adore our almighty God! 
 

*HYMN NO. 356 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, we confess that we are indeed sinners.  We have 

heard your Word and rejoiced in it but have also lived lives that make mockery of 

it.  Likewise, in our thoughts and in our words, we have failed to live out your 

commands.  In what we have left undone we have also sinned.  Too often, we have 
been hearers of your Word but have been neglectful in sharing it.  For the sake of 

your son, Jesus Christ, we humbly ask your forgiveness. 

 (Silent prayers of confession) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

Leader: Friends, the Good News of forgiveness has been given to us through our 

Lord, Jesus Christ! 

All: We receive his forgiveness with open hearts, rejoicing anew and giving 

thanks to God for His grace and mercy! 
 

*GLORIA PATRI (NO. 579 in The Hymnbook) 

 

We Proclaim The Word 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – William Watkins 
 

ANTHEM (words on insert)         Be Still for the Presence of the Lord Evans/Wright 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                      John 17:6-19                    Page 1679 in Pew Bible 
 

SERMON “What’s in a Name?”     Mr. Watkins 
 

We Respond To The Word 
 

*HYMN NO. 143                         All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! DIADEM 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Nicene Creed (Ecumenical) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 

God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 

things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the son is worshipped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  

Prayers of the People  
The Lord’s Prayer (sung by the Choir) 

 

THE GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

Offertory                                 The Lone Wild Bird                                                Held 
 

*DOXOLOGY (NO. 592 in The Hymnbook) 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
 

We Follow The Word Into The World 
 

*HYMN NO. 371                                     Lift High the Cross                            CRUCIFER 

 

*THE BENEDICTION 
   

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                    Unto God Almighty                                Crystal 
 

*POSTLUDE Allelujah, Sing to Jesus Held 
All those able, please stand 
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